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Al\/lessagef rom Ed ﬁ new job. So | asked kids from seven different
classes (one from each grade) to fill in the
Open questions offer wonderful @ folowi ng bl ank OA good principa
opportunities for kids. When we who__ .0 The answers w
pose questions or open-ended &) & diverse, very serious and quite humorous 0 but all
statements to them, such as possessed the wisdom of <child
oWhere will yofwe be in twentgypace to include them all, bu
years?,0 or O0OWhat does the t&rgsponsesni nd you of on a
cloudy day?, 6 or olf | could create an invention to
make theworldabett er pl ace, it woul lgndggartgn & 6
we give them the chance to think, to dream, to oOHel ps wus find our way in the
compose, or to create. Instead of looking for one 0ls kind to everybody. o
correct answer, we permit a multitude of 0Tal ks to you every day.o
acceptable responses. And when kids are afforded oCleans up yucky stuff thatds
the opportunity to Wweasar one anotherfs ans
they learn a rich variety of ways of looking at the First Grade:
world. And I8m al ways remi ndddasokohswomueauiwage to deal
as adults can learn from their responses. school . ¢
0ls smart and knows everythin
| remember back when | was in elementary 0Says hi to everyone. 0
school, there was usually only one correct answer OHas good manners. 6
to a question posed by the teacher. The teacher
would ask the question, a sea of hands would go Second Grade:
up, and then one lucky person would get to O0Al ways puts us on the right
remind us of the year that Columbus sailed to 0 Listens to kids and congr at
America. If you happened to guess the wrong 0Gives me a smile. b6
answer, it didnot feethetoo ¢goodste® hawedmi ssed
mark. If you were like me, you kept your hand 0Cares about your safety.
down for fear of being incorrect. | know that | 0Gives you a high five in the
would have taken more risks if 16d known that
there wasndt al ways one wayThirdGradee ri ght .
0 G @ around observing teachers work and helps
Of course there still are many situations where we them if they need help. 6
want kids to find t hat one correct answer, such as 6Someone who loves. 6
in math. We also want kids to punctuate their dTal ks | oud and clear. 6
sentences correctly, and we want them to read dShould have extra recess for
with fluency. But wedve alsg |leanned, ov&fri h§€& responsi bl
years that there are often several ways to get to cool o
the same answer in math, differentw ays to OdRuns Al I School Meeting smoo
organize a piece of writing, and a variety of
methods to help children learn how to read. The Fourth Grad e
more doors we leave open for children, the greater ORuns the school but doesnot
the opportunities for them to take risks and OMakes summer | ast all year. o
challenges in their learning. 0Gives out apples on the firs
) o ) o ) ] OMakes sure you are happy. o
Sonwaswnhlnthlssp_mt that | decided to give OdMakes Gatorade come out of t
some students at Merriam an open -ended fountains. 6

assignment. | figured | might get some very useful
suggestions if | consulted with them about my
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A Message from Ed fi From Page 1

Fifth Grade:

ds nice and funny but

OHel ps out children who
O0Makes fair decisions a
0Takes other peopleds a
OPuts his time and ener
Sixth Grade:

0Doesndt f or c ee, letakp to themt
if theydre being mean o
0ls active. 6 OHas guts.
0l sndt too controlling
themsel ves. 0

0OKeeps the cleanliness
OWondt dislike someone
life . 6

0Gives good lunches for
OHi res good teachers. o
6Should be impartial.o

people. 6

OFi xes probilae¢msé yi mime d

0Treats you like a peer
oOLoves their jsoh tamd ch
OWondt take their job f
out . o

OEven in the most dire
think. o

Thank s to all of these students for their wonderful
advice. I't seems to me
pretty good job description. And all  of these
nuggets emanated from one simple open question.

Merriam Magnified

In case you missed our first
PTO meeting on September 9th,
we thought we would give you
the highlights of what we
learned that evening:

Open Circle : Ed started this portion of the
meeting with two @ébGldirgn
activities. Open Circle is a program developed at
Wellesley College to help facilitate social
interaction, team building, problem solving, and
conflict resolution. The school feels that this is a
critical st udy point along with academics that best
prepare kids for their next steps. Two -thirds of
the staff have already completed this training and
the goal is to provide training for all teachers.

Project -Based Learning Approach : Annie
Doble, a 3rd and 4th grade teacher, explained that
she was attracted to Merriam because of the
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project-based learning approach. Kids have a

sense of community when they learn through

projects. They also feel engaged and have
howmexdHipe Prdjett ebassdcldaraimglis. 6

a r e interdisgiplidgary an d allows children to engage at

nd r adomfaertabfe learning entry point. Annie outlined
d v i c sevetal examples of projects including the quilt
gy i prajestartdisoboolgobsh ool . 6

The Importance of Community : Karen Sonner,
o b e a¥stiand 2nd grade teacher, spoke about
r b aeommunityandre mi nded us all
6 0 | core \algas:iresfed, fisk @king, and persistence.
and [Fxamples o kwilslipg cemmanitypat Megiam and
include: All School Meeting, buddy program,
of t @radesd-6 fielsl gip, family greupsetheme days,
b e ¢ a €0k ¥alug days; apddield dayy Maeny ef these
activities involve students at each grade level
k i dwhiciyhelgs the younger kds buddrcenfidense. ing
0 Ha s intgracting with ¢jderkidstanddelps older kids
0 D o e deiter uindarstandgheir yaupgarefriends.

about

Role of Classroom Assistants : Carol Leandro, a
n o t Sthgrage,agsistant, sharedghe folg pf glasgoom
er i s @ssistants at Merriam. The number one role is to
p SHRpar} stugents, Gaychas bringipgra student who
has been absent up-to-date, and to help guide
s it uSiHlentgraups during,proiect leagning ggtyities.
The second role is t o provide a consistency of
known adults for students throughout the day.
Assistants work 18 hours each week and must

hayepxpgrigngeworgna withikigds, 5

Teacher Collaboration : Christy Nealon, a 5th/
6th grade teacher, spoke about collaboration at
Merriam b vy first explaining how 8 teachers helped
her develop the project she introduced to students
the previous day. Teachers also collaborate each
Friday for 2 hours with their grade level peers
while classroom assistants continue the education
plans for the day . Many teachers also collaborate
through the volunteer Triad program.  All new
teachers are assigned a mentor for their first year.
These programs help teachers model group work
in the classroom and friendship among school
beérs antl BsPire teachers.

or

that

Circ

Stude nt -Led Conferences: Rachel Russell, a
3rd and 4th grade teacher, spoke about the
student -led conferences at Merriam. Scheduled in
the winter, the conferences take place between the
student and their parents/care -givers without the
teacher. Teachers help th e student prepare for the
conference and parents are encouraged to ask
positive questions. This approach helps meet the
different learning styles children have, and
provides a positive, confidence building experience
for the child.
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M ore New Faces at Me rria m

Alyson Whatcott: | am very excited to be
teaching again at Merriam this year. Last year, |
came to Emily Murphyos
term substitute, and | will continue with that
class for 6th grade. Room 133 is becoming my
home. | have worked at Merriam for the past 4
year s: 3 years in
class, and then 2
fifth grade class, and then 8 months in Emily

Mur phyoés class. My f ami
2000, when my oldest son lan was in second
grade, and my daughter Elizabeth was in
kindergarten, here at Merriam. Now they are a
sophomore in high school and an 8th grader at the
junior high. 1 also have two sons still here at
Merriam: James, 6th grade, and Benjamin, 5th
grade. | love the Merriam com munity. | began as
a Merriam parent, served for three years on the
school council, worked as an assistant for three
years, and am now a full -time teacher. My
passions are reading and writing which makes
teaching 5th and 6th grade an extra treat A
everything i nvol ves reading
looking forward to seeing some of my old
kindergarten students come through my room
someday as 5th and 6th graders!

Michele Pruett; | am so happy that my career
path has led me to Merriam. What a wonderful
community! Befo re | became a teacher, | was an
advertising art director for many years. It was a
very interesting profession, but when | began
volunteering as a Girl Scout leader and in my
daughtersdé cl assrooms,
much rather work with students. lw  orked as a

substitute teacher for several years and as a full -

time kindergarten assistant at McCarthy  -Towne
for four years. | received my Masters of Education
from Lesley University.

| love the process of integrating literature,
writing, math, science, soc ial studies, and art in
different combinations to create memorable
learning experiences. My own favorite childhood
teacher wove subjects
never forget all the activities we did in our unit on
Russiafi dancing the troika, wearing ba bushkas,
reading Russian folk tales, and sampling borscht
were just a few! | hope to inspire this love of
learning in my own students through engaging,
cross-curricular experiences.

Our daughters are teenagers now, and my
husband and I love to travel with  them. This
summer we stayed with some French friends in
Brittany, where we went sailing and tasted lots of
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crepes. We also like to hike, kayak, and ski. (My
husband and | are both from Arizona, but we love

the seasons here!) | love to read, too; my favorit e

book is The Twenty -One Balloons by William Pene

8u'B8id Fhiclfid ahiBisticistory &bout © N 9

inventions, islands, and travel.

| appreciate the warm welcome | have felt at
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midat \eFdey: t |am Katy fFreyrandiam excited to join
ass

Vanessads 4th grade cl
graduated from Miami University (Ohio) with a
degree in Business Administration a nd worked fo
several years in c orporate America, until | became
pregnant with my 3 rd child. | have enjoyed the
time at home with my kids (Ali, 7th grade, Andy

6th grade, and Robby 2nd grade) but decided last
spring that | was ready to go back to work.

Over the last 8 years, | have spent countless hours
at Merriam e ither volunteering in
or working on projects for the PTO. | have always

wanjpyed ny gme injthg glassroom and decided

that being an assistant would be a rewarding and
fun job for me. | feel fortunate to be a part of the
Merriam community and am enjoying my new ro
as assistant. In my free time, | love being with my
family. | have lived in Acton for 13 years with my
husband John and our kids.

Jessica Beer: This is my second year as a
teaching assistant at Merriam. I'm fortunate to be
working with a terrific group  of 5th graders in

start studying the U.S. through an engaging Road
Trek program and will be soon creating our very
own ecosystems in science.

I've lived in Westford for twelve years with my
husband, two ch ildren (7th and 8th graders), and
dog Cody. During this time I've enjoyed
volunteering in my children's schools and
numerous extra -curricular activities. | grew up in
this area attending small independent schools in
qaagord and Gratonyyhich fostesed g love &f |
learning, the development of the student socially
as well as academically, and an appreciation of
diverse people and cultures similar to Merriam. |
attended Wheaton College where | majored in
Asian Studies and International Politics. | spent
my junior year in Taiwan studying the Chinese
culture and languages, taught English, and
traveled throughout the Far East. After a couple
years in finance in Boston, | moved to a little
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