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A Message from Ed 

Open questions offer wonderful 

opportunities for kids. When we 

pose questions or open-ended 

statements to them, such as 

―Where will you be in twenty-five 

years?,‖ or ―What does the sky remind you of on a 

cloudy day?,‖ or ―If I could create an invention to 

make the world a better place, it would be a …,‖ 

we give them the chance to think, to dream, to 

compose, or to create. Instead of looking for one 

correct answer, we permit a multitude of 

acceptable responses. And when kids are afforded 

the opportunity to hear one another‘s answers, 

they learn a rich variety of ways of looking at the 

world. And I‘m always reminded of how much we 
as adults can learn from their responses. 

I remember back when I was in elementary 

school, there was usually only one correct answer 

to a question posed by the teacher. The teacher 

would ask the question, a sea of hands would go 

up, and then one lucky person would get to 

remind us of the year that Columbus sailed to 

America. If you happened to guess the wrong 

answer, it didn‘t feel too good to have missed the 

mark. If you were like me, you kept your hand 

down for fear of being incorrect. I know that I 

would have taken more risks if I‘d known that 
there wasn‘t always one way to be right. 

Of course there still are many situations where we 

want kids to find that one correct answer, such as 

in math. We also want kids to punctuate their 

sentences correctly, and we want them to read 

with fluency. But we‘ve also learned over the 

years that there are often several ways to get to 

the same answer in math, different ways to 

organize a piece of writing, and a variety of 

methods to help children learn how to read. The 

more doors we leave open for children, the greater 

the opportunities for them to take risks and 
challenges in their learning. 

So it was within this spirit that I decided to give 

some students at Merriam an open-ended 

assignment. I figured I might get some very useful 

suggestions if I consulted with them about my 

new job. So I asked kids from seven different 

classes (one from each grade) to fill in the 

following blank ―A good principal is someone 

who__________.‖ The answers were wonderful and 

diverse, very serious and quite humorous – but all 

possessed the wisdom of children. I don‘t have 

space to include them all, but here‘s a sampling of 
the responses: 

Kinde rgarten : 

―Helps us find our way in the school.‖ 

―Is kind to everybody.‖ 

―Talks to you every day.‖ 

―Cleans up yucky stuff that‘s on the floor.‖ 

 

First Grade:  

―Has lots of courage to deal with all of the stuff at 

school.‖ 

―Is smart and knows everything.‖ 

―Says hi to everyone.‖ 

―Has good manners.‖ 

 

Second Grade:  

―Always puts us on the right bus.‖ 

― Listens to kids and congratulates people.‖ 

―Gives me a smile.‖ 

―Trusts you.‖ 

―Cares about your safety. 

―Gives you a high five in the morning.‖ 

 

Third Grade:  

―Goes around observing teachers work and helps 

them if they need help.‖ 

‗Someone who loves.‖ 

―Talks loud and clear.‖ 

―Should have extra recess for kids.‖ 

― Is nice, caring, responsible, good with kids, and 

cool.‖ 

―Runs All School Meeting smoothly. 

 

Fourth Grad e: 

―Runs the school but doesn‘t let it get too wild.‖ 

―Makes summer last all year.‖ 

―Gives out apples on the first day of school.‖ 

―Makes sure you are happy.‖ 

―Makes Gatorade come out of the drinking 

fountains.‖ 
 

Continued on Page 2   

The Merriam Community News 



2 
 

A Message from Ed ñFrom  Page 1  

 

Fifth Grade:  

―Is nice and funny but can handle the school.‖ 

―Helps out children who are sad.‖ 

―Makes fair decisions and rules.‖ 

―Takes other people‘s advice.‖ 

―Puts his time and energy into the school.‖ 

 

Sixth Grade:  

―Doesn‘t force people to be nice, but talks to them 

if they‘re being mean or bad.‖ 

 ―Is active.‖ ―Has guts.‖ ―Is optimistic.‖ 

―Isn‘t too controlling and lets people express 

themselves.‖ 

―Keeps the cleanliness of the school in check.‖ 

―Won‘t dislike someone because of their views on 

life.‖ 

―Gives good lunches for kids who have allergies.‖ 

―Hires good teachers.‖ ―Has a big heart.‖ 

 ―Should be impartial.‖ ―Doesn‘t favor some 

people.‖ 

―Fixes problems immediately.‖ 

―Treats you like a peer not a lower life form.‖ 

―Loves their job and cherishes it.‖ 

―Won‘t take their job for power.‖ ―Won‘t stress 

out.‖ 

 ―Even in the most dire situations always stops to 

think.‖ 

 

Thanks to all of these students for their wonderful 

advice. It seems to me that they‘ve written a 

pretty good job description. And all of these 
nuggets emanated from one simple open question. 

 

Merriam Magnified 

In case you missed our first 

PTO meeting on September 9th, 

we thought we would give you 

the highlights of what we 
learned that evening: 

Open Circle :  Ed started this portion of the 

meeting with two ―Open Circle‖ team-building 

activities. Open Circle is a program developed at 

Wellesley College to help facilitate social 

interaction, team building, problem solving, and 

conflict resolution. The school feels that this is a 

critical study point along with academics that best 

prepare kids for their next steps. Two-thirds of 

the staff have already completed this training and 
the goal is to provide training for all teachers. 

Project -Based Learning Approach : Annie 

Doble, a 3rd and 4th grade teacher, explained that 

she was attracted to Merriam because of the 

project-based learning approach. Kids have a 

sense of community when they learn through 

projects. They also feel engaged and have 

ownership. Project-based learning is 

interdisciplinary and allows children to engage at 

a comfortable learning entry point. Annie outlined 

several examples of projects including the quilt 

project and school jobs. 

The Importance of Community : Karen Sonner, 

a 1st and 2nd grade teacher, spoke about 

community and reminded us all about Merriam‘s 

core values: respect, risk taking, and persistence. 

Examples of building community at Merriam and 

include: All School Meeting, buddy program, 

grades 1-6 field trip, family groups, theme days, 

core value days, and field day. Many of these 

activities involve students at each grade level 

which helps the younger kids build confidence in 

interacting with older kids and helps older kids 

better understand their younger friends. 

Role of Classroom Assistants : Carol Leandro, a 

5th grade assistant, shared the role of classroom 

assistants at Merriam. The number one role is to 

support students – such as bringing a student who 

has been absent up-to-date, and to help guide 

student groups during project learning activities. 

The second role is to provide a consistency of 

known adults for students throughout the day. 

Assistants work 18 hours each week and must 
have experience working with kids.  

Teacher Collaboration : Christy Nealon, a 5th/ 

6th grade teacher, spoke about collaboration at 

Merriam by first explaining how 8 teachers helped 

her develop the project she introduced to students 

the previous day. Teachers also collaborate each 

Friday for 2 hours with their grade level peers 

while classroom assistants continue the education 

plans for the day. Many teachers also collaborate 

through the volunteer Triad program. All new 

teachers are assigned a mentor for their first year. 

These programs help teachers model group work 

in the classroom and friendship among school 
peers, and inspire teachers. 

Stude nt -Led Conferences:  Rachel Russell, a 

3rd and 4th grade teacher, spoke about the 

student-led conferences at Merriam. Scheduled in 

the winter, the conferences take place between the 

student and their parents/care-givers without the 

teacher. Teachers help the student prepare for the 

conference and parents are encouraged to ask 

positive questions. This approach helps meet the 

different learning styles children have, and 

provides a positive, confidence building experience 
for the child. 
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More New Faces at Merriam  

Alyson Whatcott:  I am very excited to be 

teaching again at Merriam this year. Last year, I 

came to Emily Murphy‘s 5th grade class as a long-

term substitute, and I will continue with that 

class for 6th grade. Room 133 is becoming my 

home. I have worked at Merriam for the past 4 

years: 3 years in Myrna Gutfreund‘s kindergarten 

class, and then 2 months in Mary Ann Brandt‘s 

fifth grade class, and then 8 months in Emily 

Murphy‘s class. My family moved to Acton in 

2000, when my oldest son Ian was in second 

grade, and my daughter Elizabeth was in 

kindergarten, here at Merriam. Now they are a 

sophomore in high school and an 8th grader at the 

junior high. I also have two sons still here at 

Merriam: James, 6th grade, and Benjamin, 5th 

grade. I love the Merriam community. I began as 

a Merriam parent, served for three years on the 

school council, worked as an assistant for three 

years, and am now a full-time teacher. My 

passions are reading and writing which makes 

teaching 5th and 6th grade an extra treat—

everything involves reading and writing. I‘m 

looking forward to seeing some of my old 

kindergarten students come through my room 
someday as 5th and 6th graders! 

Michele Pruett:  I am so happy that my career 

path has led me to Merriam. What a wonderful 

community! Before I became a teacher, I was an 

advertising art director for many years. It was a 

very interesting profession, but when I began 

volunteering as a Girl Scout leader and in my 

daughters‘ classrooms, I realized that I would 

much rather work with students. I worked as a 

substitute teacher for several years and as a full-

time kindergarten assistant at McCarthy-Towne 

for four years. I received my Masters of Education 
from Lesley University. 

I love the process of integrating literature, 

writing, math, science, social studies, and art in 

different combinations to create memorable 

learning experiences. My own favorite childhood 

teacher wove subjects together this way, and I‘ll 

never forget all the activities we did in our unit on 

Russia—dancing the troika, wearing babushkas, 

reading Russian folk tales, and sampling borscht 

were just a few! I hope to inspire this love of 

learning in my own students through engaging, 
cross-curricular experiences. 

Our daughters are teenagers now, and my 

husband and I love to travel with them. This 

summer we stayed with some French friends in 

Brittany, where we went sailing and tasted lots of 

crepes. We also like to hike, kayak, and ski. (My 

husband and I are both from Arizona, but we love 

the seasons here!) I love to read, too; my favorite 

book is The Twenty-One Balloons by William Pene 

du Bois, which is a fantastic story about 
inventions, islands, and travel. 

I appreciate the warm welcome I have felt at 

Merriam, and I look forward to a terrific year 
learning and growing with my class. 

Kat y Frey:  I am Katy Frey and am excited to join 

Vanessa‘s 4th grade class as the assistant. I 

graduated from Miami University (Ohio) with a 

degree in Business Administration and worked for 

several years in corporate America, until I became 

pregnant with my 3rd child. I have enjoyed the 

time at home with my kids (Ali, 7th grade, Andy 

6th grade, and Robby 2nd grade) but decided last 
spring that I was ready to go back to work.  

Over the last 8 years, I have spent countless hours 

at Merriam either volunteering in the classrooms 

or working on projects for the PTO. I have always 

enjoyed my time in the classroom and decided 

that being an assistant would be a rewarding and 

fun job for me. I feel fortunate to be a part of the 

Merriam community and am enjoying my new role 

as assistant. In my free time, I love being with my 

family. I have lived in Acton for 13 years with my 
husband John and our kids.  

Jessica Beer:  This is my second year as a 

teaching assistant at Merriam. I'm fortunate to be 

working with a terrific group of 5th graders in 

David Ljungberg‘s classroom. We're off to a great 

start studying the U.S. through an engaging Road 

Trek program and will be soon creating our very 
own ecosystems in science. 

I've lived in Westford for twelve years with my 

husband, two children (7th and 8th graders), and 

dog Cody. During this time I've enjoyed 

volunteering in my children's schools and 

numerous extra-curricular activities. I grew up in 

this area attending small independent schools in 

Concord and Groton which fostered a love of 

learning, the development of the student socially 

as well as academically, and an appreciation of 

diverse people and cultures similar to Merriam. I 

attended Wheaton College where I majored in 

Asian Studies and International Politics. I spent 

my junior year in Taiwan studying the Chinese 

culture and languages, taught English, and 

traveled throughout the Far East. After a couple 

years in finance in Boston, I moved to a little  

Continued on Page 4  
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village on the Rhein River in Germany where I  

worked at Commerce Bank, took graduate classes, 

studied German, and traveled extensively. I really 

miss the food, festivals, people, and being able to 
drive to a different country in one afternoon. 

Fortunately my family also likes to travel so for 

the last two summers we've visited a variety of 

regions and historical places such as our 

magnificent National Parks. I was particularly 

excited to hear that our 5th graders will be 

studying American history and will also get a 

chance to explore different places and times. I 

enjoy all activities outdoors, music, history, and 

Chinese food. I am really looking forward to 

getting to know the students better and the 
upcoming year! J 

Joanie Davis : Hello – my name is Joanie Davis 

and I am working with Annie Doble in her third 

grade class. After graduating from college and 

working in the corporate world for a few years, I 

went to graduate school. I have a Masters in Early 

Childhood Education and was certified in both 

Early Childhood and Teacher of Young Children 
with Special Needs.  

I worked here at Merriam when it first opened in 

1993! I remained in a combined grade one and two 

classroom for a few years and then took time off to 

raise my family of 3 children. I am delighted to be 

back at Merriam School and am looking forward 

to working with your children. 

 

Innisbrook Sale Under Way 

Don‘t monkey around! Our first 

fundraiser of the year has 

kicked off and we need your 

support! We are excited to 

have partnered with 

Innisbrook to help us raise 

funds for our school. Innisbrook 

has an impressive line of products 

that include giftwrap, fine gourmet chocolates, 

gourmet foods, magazines, and gift items. There is 
something for everyone! 

The key to our success is your participation. We 

earn 50% PROFIT on all orders, with this money 

going directly to funding our fabulous teaching 
assistants. 

We invite you, your family, friends and co-workers 

to take part in this important event. Every order 

brings us closer to our fundraising goals, and 

every order will be entered into a participation 

drawing where your family could win these 
following fabulous prizes: 

Out to lunch with Ed, Merriam tee shirts, 

bookmarks, auction tickets, auction raffle tickets, 
and toy prizes! 

Orders are due in the Merriam office by October 

10th. You can also order online at innisbrook.com . 

Our school number is 111153. If you have any 

questions, please contact Lisa Morse at 

lisabmorse@comcast.net or at 978-635-0615. 
Thanks for your support of our wonderful school! 

Important Info from the Nurse 

Medication administration is an important issue 

in schools. Some students require medications at 

school in order to survive. 

Others need medications in 

order to learn. Occasionally, 

students require antibiotics 

during the day following a 
bacterial infection.  

The goal of your School Nurse is to administer 

only those medications that are absolutely 

necessary during the school day. All other 

medications should be given at home either before 

or after school. 

State law requires a written order by a licensed 

prescriber and written parental permission before 

any medication can be administered to students, 

including over-the-counter medications. You can 

obtain forms for this purpose from the School 

Nurse, or from most Health Care Providers. All 

medication MUST be in the original labeled 

container and be labeled with the student‘s name. 

The School Nurse will not administer expired 

medications, medications delivered in unlabeled 

containers, and medications in inappropriate 
containers such as zip-loc bags. 

For the safety of all students, no medications are 

to be carried to school by students. The only 

exception to this rule is for Junior High and High 

School students who are allowed to carry inhalers 
or Epi-pens after certain requirements are met. 

With your help, the School Nurse can provide a 

safe, supervised environment for students who 
require medications at school. 

Feel free to contact the Merriam School Nurse, 
Betty Mazzone RN, at x3752 with any questions. 
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Fall Social October 17 

The first social event of the year is the Fall Dance 

Party on Friday, October 17th from 6-8 PM. Come 

and enjoy some great music with your friends, 

bring your best dance moves and make the 

cafetorium rock! If you would like to help make 

this a great party, please contact Ann O'Grady at 

acogrady@hotmail.com  or Kim McCormick at 

kim@mcc-group.com. Your assistance with this 
event is greatly appreciated! 

 

New Faces at School Council 

We are very pleased to 

welcome Beth Davis and Jenny 

Patterson to School Council. 

Beth, a Usability Specialist 

and former textile designer, 

has been part of the 

Merriam community for four years and has 

already contributed in many ways such as co-

chairing this year‘s Parker Damon International 

Night, sitting on the Principal Search Committee, 

and sharing her love of textiles with many 

Merriam classes. Jenny, a former primary school 

teacher and Computer Programmer/Analyst, has 

been a Merriam parent for six years and has been 

involved in her three children‘s classrooms each 

year as w ell as in the library. She has also served 

on many committees such as the Auction Art 
Project, Camp Fair, and Friday Mail Folders. 

Both candidates will be serving three-year terms 

on the Council. Current members of the Council 

are: parent representatives Trish Underwood and 

Luke Zhang and teacher representatives Maryann 

Ayers, Linda Mc Mullon and Colm McDermott. 

Margaret Miley (Merriam parent) serves as the 

secretary to the School Council. Their first 

meeting will be October 14 at 6 PM and is open to 
the Merriam Community.  

As required by the Education Reform Act, the 

Council assists the principal in formulating the 

school improvement plan and educational goals, 

and tracks progress towards these goals. 

Additionally, it assists in identifying educational 

needs of students and reviewing the annual 

budget. This year, the Council will continue to 

work on supporting parent participation from our 

diverse community, professional development for 

teachers and increased awareness for parents 

about the school‘s new math program (Everyday 

Math), and increased opportunities for teacher 

training around the integrated use of new 

technology at the school. 

Evidence of the School Council‘s work is reflected 

in many ways at Merriam, including the 

distribution of a homework guide at Open House, 

the development and presentation of a Parent 

Involvement Brochure, the setup of a Parent 

Resource area in the school, and the development 

of an end-of-year Assessment Summary Document 

for ELL students. 

 

Thanks for the Books! 

Joan Hilton and I wish to thank everyone who 

donated to the Merriam Library Gift Book Sale. 

With your help, we were able to raise over $1,100 
and add 63 books to our library! 

We are especially grateful for the help of our 

enthusiastic Book Sale volunteers: Shobha and 

Anmol Takhtani, Jayanthi Srinath, Wen Li, and 

Kristin Warren. Thank you for jumping in and 

making this event so successful!  

We would really like to keep the Gift Book Sale 

going… imagine if we could get 100 books donated 

to the library this year – what a boon to the 

Merriam community! Would you like to help us 

reach this goal? Contact Mindy Shapiro at 

mindyshapiro@yahoo.com  at any time, and we will 

gladly pair you up with a fabulous book (or two or 
three…) to donate on behalf of your family. 

- Mindy Shapiro, Merriam Library Gift Book sale 
Coordinator  

 

Executive Functioning Seminar 

Is your child having a rough start to the school 

year? Come and join the ABPCC – Acton 

Boxborough Parents of Children with Challenges 

for one of our next two upcoming day meetings. 

Due to parent request, we will be splitting our 

morning meetings this month into two separate 

age groups. The first meeting on October 15th will 

focus on children from preschool through 5th 

grade. The second meeting on Oct 24th will be 

more geared towards children from 6th through 

12th grade. We are hoping to be able to focus on 

the individual issues that are more pertinent to 

each grouping in order to best support each other. 

Please come and join us! Both meetings will start 
at 9:30 AM and are held in ABRHS room 131E. 

In addition, we are pleased to announce that 

Kalyani Krishnan will give a presentation on 
Executive Functioning on October 29th at 7:30  

Continued on Page 6   
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PM in the R.J. Grey Library. Kalyani will speak to 

parents about the challenges faced by children 

who struggle with executive function weaknesses. 

She will provide a brief theoretical perspective to 

help parents understand the source of their 

children's difficulties and will discuss a range of 

strategies and solutions. She will take questions 

from the audience so please come with your 

queries and concerns. Our follow up morning 

meeting will be held on November 14th at 9:30 

AM in the ABRHS room 131E to discuss this topic 
among ourselves.  

Kalyani Krishnan is a Language and Learning 

Specialist at the Institute for Learning and 

Development in Lexington MA (www.ildlex.org). 

She provides comprehensive evaluations, weekly 

educational therapy to students, and consults 

with teachers, parents, and schools to maximize 

outcomes for all types of learners. 

Finally, on November 20th at 7:30 PM in the 

Parker Damon library, we will hold another 

presentation on the topic of Siblings of Children 

with Special Needs to discuss how the everyday 

lives of siblings and families are affected by living 

with a child with challenges. Dr. Le Clair from 

Children‘s Hospital will be giving us some insight 

and strategies to deal with this significant issue 

within many of our home lives. 

The primary goal of our support group is to 

connect parents with others confronting similar 

issues. By sharing concerns, experiences, 

resources and ideas with each other, we strive to 

form a community of parents who can provide 

mutual support and comfort. Please join us! For 

further information on our group, contact 

Francesca Ricciardi at fmr08@verizon.net or Lynn 

Armstrong at lynn.armstrong2@verizon.net . 

 

Cultural Enrichment News 

Merriam‘s Cultural Enrichment Program kicks off 

to an exciting start this year as we welcome 

musician, Joe Sallins, to our school. On Friday 

October 24th, Merriam is going to be rocking! 

Come along to our All School 

Meeting from 2:15 PM 

onwards and enjoy 

Joe‘s high energy, 

electric performance as 

funk-inspired 

rhythms, jazz, music, 

and songs float throughout the school!  

Joe is a very versatile multi-instrumentalist 

(playing percussion, electric and piccolo bass, (a la 

Jimi Hendrix), and keyboards), composer, and 

choreographer with 37 years of musical 

performing experience. Joe has played with Matt 

―Guitar‖ Murphy - Blues Brothers Band, Dan 

Akroyd, Marvin ―Smitty‖ Smith - drummer for the 

―Tonight Show‖  Band and has opened for Al B. 
Sure, Chaka Khan and Kool and the Gang. 

Expect a bit of everything … but particularly look 

forward to an energetic, interactive, feel-good 

concert assembly with lots of student audience 
participation. 

Other news é And a huge thank you to our 

former co-chair Cathy Castaneda, who has now 

formally retired from our committee. Cathy has 

worked tirelessly for the Cultural Enrichment 

program at Merriam for many years. Because of 

Cathy‘s hard work, our students have experienced 

some great programs and performances: thank 
you Cathy! 

Cultural Enrichment arranges for a variety of 

performances and cultural events to enhance and 

deepen the educational experience of Merriam‘s 

children. If you have any questions or suggestions 

about Cultural Enrichment, please contact 

Andrea Fidler (andreafidler@yahoo.com ) or 

Catherine Smith (cath.a.smith66@gmail.com ). 
Many thanks. 

Calling All Videographers 

The Merriam Auction is just around the corner. 

Well, almost around the corner and it is time for 

me to start thinking about the 

movie for the Auction. This 

year I would love to start 

getting photos and videos 

early so that I can include 

more school activities and 

functions, classroom goings 

on, and field trips. Therefore I would love to 

propose that people bring cameras to as many 

events as possible and get those wonderful candid 

and fun shots that I can use to make the video 

even more inclusive of all that goes on at the 

school. I will have a box in the school office for you 

to leave photos and CDs of photos and video. It 
will really make the video special to all. 

Thanks in advance for your participation.  
 Christo Tsiaras , Merriam Auction V ideo Creator  
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PTO Meets October 22 

Why doesn‘t my child seem motivated? What‘s the 

difference between intrinsic and extrinsic 

motivation? Are rewards or punishments ever 

helpful? What are the factors that influence 

motivation? How do we help kids to develop a love 

of learning? What are the roots of motivation in 

the classroom and at home? Are some people just 

born lazy? Is there anything wrong with praise? 

What happens when grades become a student‘s 

sole motivation? 

If any of these questions trigger your curiosity and 

desire to delve into this topic, please join us for 

our next PTO meeting, a Community 

Conversation about motivation. The meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, October 22 from 6-7:30 

PM, and will include childcare for school-age 

children. We will talk personally about the joys 

and struggles we have experienced for ourselves 

and our children around the topic of motivation. It 

will be an opportunity to bring questions, share 

stories, and reflect together about this complex 

topic. Excerpts from the controversial book 

Punished by Reward , by Alfie Kohn, will be used 

as some of the jumping-off points for discussion. It 

is not necessary to have read any of the book to 
participate in the conversation. 

Ed Kaufman will facilitate the discussion. Please 
join us – whether you‘re motivated or not!! 

Cashless Fundraising News 

Merriam is participating in the following cashless 

fundraising opportunities that raise significant 

funds and equipment for Merriam at no cost to 

you. 

Register Tapes for Education 2008 -2009: We 

are participating in an incredible program, 

Receipts Tapes for Education, that allows us to 

earn free school equipment for Merriam. From 

September 1, 2008 until March 31, 2009, we will 

be able to turn cash register receipts from any 

Donelan‘s grocery store into valuable educational 

equipment such as computer, science, music, 

sports equipment, and more! Last year, Merriam 

turned in over 100,000 cash value receipts and 

selected an electronic binding machine, table, and 
supplies.  

Receipts can be sent to school with your child or 

dropped off in the office for the collection box. 

Also, don‘t forget to fill out the contest entry form 

from the Friday Mail Folder by January 15, 2009 

to win an iPod Shuffle and $500 grocery gift 

certificate. Additional contest entry forms are 

located in the collection box. Contest rules at 
www.shoppercredit.com/shoppercontest.  

Targetõs òTake Charge of Education:ó Do you 

shop regularly at Target and Target.com? Do you 

already have a REDcard? If not, would you 

consider getting one? You can easily enroll your 

REDcard in Target‘s Take Charge of Education 

program and choose Merriam School in Acton 

from their eligible school list. Once enrolled, 1% of 

your REDcard purchases at Target and 

Target.com are donated to Merriam. More than 7 

million Target cardholders participate nationwide. 

For some schools, it adds up to as much as 

$10,000 a year, distributed twice a year, in March 
and September. 

Box Tops for Education : Spread the word to 

friends and family and enlist their help clipping 

and saving Box Top coupons for Merriam School. 

Last year, the school received more than $900 
from the box tops sent in by Merriam families. 

Look for Box Tops for Education labels on some of 

your favorite products. Send them in to school 

with your children or drop them off in the office. 

For more information, check out 

www.boxtops4education.com  or contact Tricia 
Forrester at pvforrester@gmail.com. 

Family Fall Clean-Up Is Here 

Get Out Your Gardening Gloves! Show 

your school pride and help us out! 

The clean-up and landscaping of 

the Parker-Damon Building 

grounds is done only by 
volunteers and we need you!  

 Join us for the Family Fall Clean-

Up of the grounds at the Parker 

Damon Building: Sunday, October 19th from 

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM . We need to get these 

Parker-Damon Grounds and gardens cleaned up 

this fall! With your help we can make our grounds 

look beautiful! Bring your rakes, weeding tools 

and wheel barrows. The whole family is welcome - 
and we need all the help we can get!   

There are other opportunities to help out! Every 

Thursday at 10 AM, a group of us meet to work on 

the gardens. No experience is needed – just 

enthusiasm and garden gloves! For more 

information, please contact: Amanda Lye, at 
amandalye1@yahoo.com or (978) 635-9879 

Continued on Page 9 
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PTO Fundraising Update 

The Merriam PTO‘s 2007/08 fiscal year ended 

August 31, 2008. Our fundraising goal for last 

year was $84,250. The actual amount raised by 

Merriam‘s 2007/08 PTO fundraisers reached 

$87,292 thanks to the amazing efforts of our 

volunteers and the participation of parents, 

teachers, and staff. These great results allowed us 

to fulfill one of Merriam PTO's primary missions: 

Raising funds to support our classroom assistants. 

An assistant in every class, Kindergarten through 

Sixth Grade, is unique to our school, and we rely 

on these assistants to facilitate our project-based 

curriculum. The PTO provides a major portion of 

their funding. 

Another significant accomplishment last year was 

the addition of two new fundraisers that 

benefitted our school without weighing on our 

wallets. Thanks to Sue Metcalf and her 

committee, we sold $1,509 worth of ads to go in 

our school directory. Also, Cathy Castaneda 

piloted the SCRIP program which raised over 

$1400 last year.  

 

This year, Kim McCormick has introduced the 

OktoberFest 5K in West Acton as another way to 

raise money for our school and have fun doing it. 

We will also be adding some of the wonderful 

auction art (thanks to Colleen White) to our 

Merriam Spirit Holiday Fundraiser which will be 

launched mid-October and include note cards and 

tote bags along with the Merriam apparel sale. 

Thank you to all of you who come to us with new 

ideas and are willing to go out and try them. We 

are so grateful for all of your efforts! 

Our fundraising plan for the 2008/09 fiscal year 

sets a goal of $85,150  for the general fund to pay 

for teaching assistants.  

In addition, another $ 2,300 is forecast to be 

raised for specific targeted needs such as 6th 

Grade Celebrations, Cultural Enrichment, and 

the Parker Damon Building Fund. Thank you for 

your support. We look forward to another great 

year! 

Merriam PTO 2008/09 Fundraising Plan 

Date Fundraiser Chairperson  Forecast  

Sept. 2008 Directory Ads S. Metcalf  $ 1,500  

Sept. 2008 School Photos D. Barbas  $ 1,500  

Sept. 2008 Family Portraits K. Frey  $ 1,750  

Oct. 2008 OktoberFest 5K K. McCormick  $ 250  

Oct. 2008 Gift Wrap Sale L. Morse  $ 5,000  

Oct/Nov. 2008 Apparel/Note card  D. Al-Atraqchi, J. Fahey, 

C. White 
 $ 2,500  

Jan. 2009 Camp Fair T. Khosla, M. Olson  $ 12,500  

Feb. 2009 Book Fair D. Johnson, P. Shields, L. 

Pearson, P. Saarinen 
 $ 3,000  

Mar. 2009 Auction K. Rychlik  $ 50,000  

Apr. 2009 Cash Donations/Appeal L. Armstrong, D. German, 

K. McCormick, L. Pratt 
 $ 5,000  

All Year Cashless Fundraising T. Forrester  $ 650  

All Year SCRIP C. Castaneda  $ 1,500 

Total PTO fundraising forecast for General Fund (Teaching Assistants):  $ 85,150  

Continued on Page 9  
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Calling All Cooks 

Take out your cookbooks and light up your stoves. 

The Hospitality Committee has a very busy 

November and we need your 

help!  

 The Hospitality Committee 

is organizing two ―deep in 

tradition‖ events in 

November. Please mark your 

calendars for the Teacher 

Appreciation Lunch being held on 

Tuesday, November 4, 2008. Let us show 

our amazing teaching staff how much we 

appreciate them by getting to their hearts through 

their stomachs. The Luncheon theme this year 

will be "Around the World for Lunch." We will 

need your help with main dishes, salads, desserts, 

drinks, paper products, utensils, table 

decorations, set up, and clean up.  

Don‘t untie your apron yet, though. We also need 

your help on Thursday, November 13, 2008, when 

the Acton Boxborough School Committee holds 

their meeting at OUR school! A long standing 

Merriam tradition has been to provide dinner for 

the School Committee members during their 

dinner time meeting. Help us keep the tradition 

going strong (and delicious!) by volunteering to 

donate items from this year‘s menu which will 

include salads, sandwiches, desserts, and 

water/soft drinks.  

More information to follow in the upcoming 

weeks!  If you‘re interestd in helping out, contact 

Tina Hamilton (t inahamilton_2000@yahoo.com ) or  

 

Kathy Simmons (kcsimmons@aol.com), 

Hospitality Co-chairs.  

Food Service News    

Did you know that with the daily alternate lunch 

choices we offer an 8 ounce carton of milk and a 

choice of fruit and vegetables?  

For example: The sandwich of the week also 

includes milk, fruit, and vegetables.  

Please see the back of the 

October menu for this Month‘s 

healthy recipe!! 

If you have any comments or 

questions please feel free to 

contact the Food Service Department. We can be 

reached at 978-264-4700, x 3221 or by e-mail: 

knelson@mail.ab.mec.edu. 

It is our pleasure to serve you!! 

 

Fall Clean -Up ð From Page 7  

Wish List: If you cannot donate a little time, 
maybe you could donate one of these: 

• A small child‘s wagon, for moving hoses back & 

forth to gardens 

• 40-lb. bag of compost (organic if possible) 

• Small tools that are no longer needed but in 

good condition. 
  

Other PTO Fundraisers (Continued from Page 9)  

Event Chairperson Target of Funds Forecast 

PDB Basketball Snacks- 

Jan/Feb S. Joris 

Parker Damon Building 

Fund/PTO  $ 600  

Willow Books Night- 

March  C. Smith, A. Fidler Cultural Enrichment  $ 500  

Yard Sale- May  S. Cummings Sixth Grade Celebrations  $ 1,200  

Total    $ 2,300 

mailto:kcsimmons@aol.com
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 

Wed., 10/1: Oktoberfest 5K Walk/Run Training Session at Nara Park, 9:30 AM 

 

Fri., 10/3:  All School Field Trip. 

 

Sat., 10/4: Oktoberfest 5K Walk/Run for Merriam. 

 

Wed., 10/8: Birthday Lunch. 

                  

Thurs., 10/9: No School, Yom Kippur. 

 

Mon., 10/13: No School, Columbus Day. 

 

Tues., 10/14: School Council Meeting; Conference Room 6:00 PM. 

 

Wed., 10/15:  School Picture retakes.                    

 

Fri., 10/17: PTO Fall Social Event – DISCO PARTY 6:00 PM-8:00 PM. 

   

Sun., 10/19: Landscaping Committee - Family Fall Clean Up 10:00 AM-1:00 PM. 

   

Wed., 10/22: PTO MEETING #2 Community Conversation Topic – MOTIVATION. 

Childcare provided 6:00 PM-7:30 PM. 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE INNISBROOK FUNDRAISER  

Orders are du e in the Merriam office by October 10, 2008  

 

The Merriam Community News 

Editor: Joe Campo ▪ Production: Sue Follett 

 

The next Community News will be published on Friday, October 31. 

 
Email articles by October 24 to Joe at jb_campo@yahoo.com. 


