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A Message from Ed:

AT THE CENTER...That’s
where we like to locate students
in relation to their learning. It’s @\ ®

not always easy to do. When we

lecture to kids for long periods of

time, children can sometimes feel quite distant
from the learning. When there are obstacles of
some sort, kids feel removed. Those obstacles
might be social in nature, or they might be related
to the difficulty of the assignments at school. If for
any reason students are not engaged in their
learning, they are clearly not at the center of it.
There are many forces at work tugging kids away
from the center; we try our best to move them
back toward the middle.

Student-led conferences provide one of the most
profound opportunities at Merriam for kids to feel
front and CENTER in their learning. What makes
this process so special?

1. Every student does it. What an amazing thing
to have the youngest through the oldest sitting
down and chatting with their parents about their
learning. It is all-inclusive.

2. Kids are in charge. Empowerment.... As
parents we need to let the children lead these
discussions (though they sometimes need some
gentle prompting). Think about your experience
as a youngster and whether you were ever asked
to lead a discussion about your learning with your
parents. This indeed is something special.

3. Children reflect. They speak about their
experiences as a student; the curiosity and
surprise, the excitement and frustration, the
challenges, etc.

4. They’re proud. Every student is proud of his/her
achievements. We give them an opportunity to
brag a little bit.

5. It’s fun. Playing games with Mom or Dad at
school — what could be better?

By the time you are reading this, you’ve probably
already completed your conference with your

child. I'm writing this just days before the
conferences are about to begin. I asked a few
students to tell me what they’'ve liked about
previous conferences, and what they're
anticipating for this one. Here are some of their
comments:

“My parents get to hear from me about the
subjects I like. They hear it from a kid’s
perspective.” - Grace

“I get to decide what goes in my folder — whether
it’s good or bad.” - Kristen

“I'm not really nervous, because it’s like talking to
my parents at home.” - Stelios

“I get to show off a bit. I feel a bit stressed because
we have to get so much ready in a short period of
time.” - Lyndsey

“This is the first time I've had one. I'm kind of
nervous and excited. I want my parents to see how
I've improved in math.” - Likhitha

“Last year’s conference went well, but I felt a little
rushed. This year I hope to plan it out a bit more
and take my time.” - Melissa

“It’s OK to get a little bit off schedule - but don’t
worry about it. Just have fun.” -Matt

“Last year I was really nervous. This year I think
it 1s going to be fine.” - Mihir

“I like to show my parents what I'm doing — so I'm
not keeping secrets. I feel proud.” - Thomas

“I like to show my parents what I'm working on so
they can help me.” - Kaitlin

“This is my first conference. I hope my parents
will help me if I have any problems.” - Mark

Save the Date!
Merriam Auction
Saturday, March 28, 6 p.m.

Marriott SpringHill Suites, Devens




Merriam Auction Update:
¢“Making a Difference”

The Merriam Auction is fast

/\.\*\1‘ 0 '\'o,sr approaching. Get ready for it
/’~? 2\ on Saturday, March 28 at 6

p.-m. at the SpringHill Suites

[# AUCTION 2009 [
vz in Devens.

The Merriam Auction is a
special night out for
parents/guardians. If you’re new to Merriam or
have never been to the Merriam Auction, please
join us. The Merriam Auction is focused on one
main goal, funding our talented classroom
teaching assistants, but the evening is all about
having a relaxing meal, socializing, and just
having fun.

Help Make Another Memorable Movie

A new Merriam Movie will be shown on Auction
night. Help Merriam Parent Christo Tsiaras
create another unforgettable movie. He needs 300
photos to make this special keepsake. Classrooms,
all school meetings, or after-school activities make
great pictures. No home pictures please.

Please send Christo school-related still photos or
short videos (either taken by parents/guardians or
teachers). Shots can be digital (over 300kb in file
size) or can be scanned and returned to you.
Please send to: christo@dreamalleypictures.com.

Answers to More Commonly Asked
Questions about the Merriam Auction

How do I buy tickets? It’s easy to purchase auction
tickets online with a credit card. Visit the
Merriam School Auction 2009 website at
http://merriam.maestroweb.com and click the
Buy Your Auction Tickets link. To register your
credit card for auction night, and avoid having to
swipe your card during checkout, select the Use
This Card for All Auction Purchases box when
purchasing your tickets online. Don’t forget to
preview Auction items listed while you'’re visiting
the website.

I candt attend. H dlfiyouchre |
unable to attend the auction, you may still bid on
auction items remotely through proxy bidding.
Please visit the Merriam School Auction 2009
website, http://merriam.maestroweb.com, and
click the How to Bid by Proxy link for details.

Please extend an invitation to family and friends
to attend the auction, or to bid remotely via proxy.

How do I find a sitter for March 28th? Problem
solved! The ABRHS Girls Lacrosse teams are
offering a night of babysitting on Saturday, March
28, anytime from 5 p.m. until midnight. Cost is
$10/hour for a minimum of 3 hours. All proceeds
from this babysitting event benefit the ABRHS
Girls’ Lacrosse teams. Please email Patricia
Conway at pimconway@gmail.com with your
name, address, phone number, and time desired.
Most girls do not drive — you will need to make
arrangements to pick up and drop off your
assigned sitter. Make checks payable to AB Girls
Lacrosse Boosters.

I have never been to the Merriam Auction. How
does it work? At the WELCOME table you will
receive a packet of goodies, including your
paddle/bid number which is unique to you. You
use your paddle number to bid on any item,
regardless of the bidding format (silent or live). If
you choose to pre-register your credit card either
by purchasing tickets online or at the beginning of
the auction, you don’t even need to show up to
check out. Your prizes and winning bids from the
various formats will be added up automatically.
You can receive a receipt for your purchases at the
check-out desk. You can also pay for items by cash
or check.

The night consists of both silent and live auctions.
The Silent Auction takes place before dinner.
Items on display tables can be won by simply
recording your paddle number and bid amount on
the log in front of the item. The Live Auction,
which takes place during and after dinner, is the
big excitement of the evening and is led by a
professional auctioneer.

How does the raffle work? In addition to auction
items, there are exciting prizes that can be won
via a raffle. Each raffle item has a collection box
where you will deposit your ticket(s) if you are
interested in that item.

What 6s a cracker and
Crackers are some of the best bargains of the

. Jaigh‘b‘ ghe%bare&n)(%semce a “grab bag.” For a set

amount ($25) you will be guaranteed a prize
worth at least $40. Some are worth much more
than that. Most are items that have broad appeal
such as restaurant certificates. Many are a
composite of two or more items.

Continued on Page 3

how do
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The co-chairs would also like to thank Ed and
Allison for their support, as well as the custodial

Wh a tad d this talk aboldch st u dstaff tHappy reading] ect s ?

year, every class at Merriam creates its own
masterpiece to be unveiled and auctioned off at
the event. This year’s projects incorporate the
year-long Merriam theme of “Making a
Difference.” All art is auctioned during the live
portion of the evening.

How do I volunteer to help at the Auction? The
Merriam Auction has lots of volunteer openings
available. You can help by selling raffle tickets,
working the check-out desk, helping with set up,
working the welcome desk, closing the silent
auction, being a runner (taking bids to the check
out desk), or bidding on behalf of proxies (where
you get to spend other people’s money!) To
volunteer, contact Susan Brager Murphy at
sjb.murphy@verizon.net.

For more information on the Merriam Auction,
please visit http://merriam.maestroweb.com.

Thanks for Making The Book
Fair A Success!

Thanks to all students, parents, and teachers who
attended last month's Scholastic Book Fair! Co-
chairs Diane Johnson, Pam Saarinen, and Lisa
Pearson are happy to announce that the Book Fair

brought in $2823.50 in support of
teaching assistants for the
Merriam PTO. This was a great
event that always tends to have
busy times (during class visits)
and slow times, and we were
grateful to keep it up and
running all week long with the sup\port of our
wonderful parent volunteers.

Thanks to all of our volunteers, including Pam
Shields, Andrea Fidler, Sue Metcalf, Sue Follett,
Katy Frey, Anmol Takatani, Yufeng Shan, Usha
Patel, Lisa Sajedi, Sarah Murphy, Susan Avery,
Denise Scott, Lisa Sippy, Wendy Wildes, Tina
Hamilton, Karen Brandestein, Laura Wrenn,
Katie White, Julia Cates, Kelly McEwen, Lisa
Jones, Lisa Robb, Lauren Pollak, David Kolpind,
Beth McKeon, Jenny Patterson, Faith Erickson,
Suzanne Joris, Susan Brager Murphy, Lori
Locascio, Helen Webster, Dianna McNeish Cath
Smith, Hannah Bloch, Kristina Rychlik, Karla
Smith, Yvonne Benelli, Beth McKeon, Stephanie
Parry, Maya Patel, Judy Nolan, and Kelley Vialle.

Children's Authors Visit
Merriam on March 11

Merriam's Cultural Enrichment Committee is
pleased to announce the "2009 Meet the Authors"
program. On Wednesday, March 11, authors
Debbie Miller and Mike Knudson will spend the
day at Merriam and meet with students. Grade-
level presentations will run throughout the day.
Debbie's and Mike's programs are interactive,
informative, and FUN!

Debbie comes to Merriam from Northern Alaska
where she has lived for 30 years. Debbie writes
award-winning nature themed books, and has a
wealth of knowledge about Alaska. Merriam is
one of many stops on her annual New England
School Tour.

Mike Knudson has been traveling from his home
in Utah all across the country to speak with
students about creative writing. He is the author
of two chapter books about the very funny
misadventures of two elementary school pals,
Raymond and Graham.

Visit their websites at www.debbiemillers
alaska.com and www.mikeknudson.com.

The "Meet the Authors" program comes to
Merriam as part of the school's Literacy
Celebration. The celebration continues that
evening with a Pajama Party fundraiser at Willow
Books in Acton! Mike and Debbie will make
special guest appearances at the PJ Party! For
more information about the author visits, please
contact andreafidler@yahoo.com.

Merriam School: Educating
for the Future

By David Ljungberg, Grade 5 Teacher

Did you know that children who are starting
school this year will be retiring around 2065?
Imagine what our local and global community
might look, sound, and feel like. Take a moment to
imagine what our community will look like in five
years. What role will you have? What role will our
children have? What makes these questions so
intriguing and thought provoking is that the only
Continued on Page 4
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thing we do know, is that the future is
unpredictable. We are all vested in education
partly because education is going to take us into a
future we cannot grasp. Public Education has a
tremendous role and responsibility in preparing
our children for the days and years ahead.
According to UNESCO (The United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization), in the next 30 years, more people
will graduate with a college degree, than since the
beginning of history.

Before the 19th century, very few public education
institutions existed in the world. During the 19th
century, education took on the role of meeting the
needs of Industrialism. Not unlike today, it had a
pragmatic purpose of preparing people to make
contributions to society. Also not unlike today,
education was set up with a “hierarchy” of
subjects. Math and Language were at the top, the
Humanities next, then the Arts and Music, and
lastly Drama and Dance. Most educators would
argue that this “hierarchy” has changed very little
in our modern education system. I believe that we
cannot afford to go on that way. I believe that the
Arts and Music, and Drama and Dance are just as
important as Math and Language. The Arts and
Humanities embrace and encourage creativity and
creative thinking.

When I first began my career in teaching about
nine years ago, it didn’t take me long to figure out
the extraordinary capacities for innovation that
children have. All kids have tremendous talent.
But I also noticed that as children progress
through their years of schooling, that talent and
innovation seems to be tucked away. Children
who are younger tend to be more willing to take a
chance, not frightened of being wrong. By the time
kids grow as adolescents and young adults, they're
afraid to be wrong. Let’s face it, as adults; we do
not like to be wrong. We live in a fast-paced
society that stigmatizes mistakes, and our
national education system is heading in a
direction that reinforces this notion. The result is
that many highly talented, brilliant, courageous
people think they’re not intelligent, or creative.

If you have browsed Merriam’s webpage, you may
have read “Merriam’s Foundations.” It reads: "The
'thinking society' of the twenty-first century can
no longer be content with graduates trained to
take in and recycle information handed out by
teachers and other authority figures. Today's
students must be taught to think for themselves

4

and to generate new information. But you cannot
say: "We will lecture to you about how to be
creative, and then we will measure your creativity
with this multiple-choice test.! We need a whole
new approach to designing and running schools."
(Smart Schools, Smart Kids: Why Do Some
Schools Work? by Edward B. Fiske).

As a new member of the Merriam faculty this
year, I have gained a unique perspective through
my role as a teacher, and my role as an
administrative intern. I have had the privilege
and opportunities to serve on many different
committees, participating in rich conversations
with faculty and staff, parents, administrators,
and students about what makes Merriam such a
dynamic and unique learning environment. I have
concluded that Merriam School is tangible
evidence of a school community that truly
understands and values “The Thinking Society.”
In my brief experiences at Merriam, I have seen
this thread through school Community Day,
Theme Day, Open Circle activities, research-based
teaching pedagogy, community involvement, and
most importantly, Merriam’s Core Values and
Mission (“We Believe in Risk Taking, We Believe
in Persistence in One’s Own Learning, and We
Believe in Respect”).

It is important and valuable that we, as a school
community, take the time to reflect on the
principles on which we educate children, to
embrace the gift of the human imagination, and to
see our creative capacities for the richness they
are. Surely, our kids will use their creative
thinking to make something positive for the
future. This is truly inspiring.

Camp Fair 2009:
One for the Record Books!

Merriam’s 16th annual Summer Options Camp
Fair took place Tuesday, January 27th. There was
an excellent turnout of parents, teachers, and
prospective campers from Acton and surrounding
towns. Thank You to the Merriam families and
staff who attended.

This year we had a record-breaking 105 camps
participate and a waitlist for camps wanting a
table. We added 13 tables in the gym for 2009,
which totaled 90 exhibitors for the night. Camps
measure the success of a fair by the number of
attendees, and they were extremely happy with
the continuous crowds and the helpful PTO staff.
Continued on Page 5
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Reminder: You can grab a bargain for many of
these summer camp programs at the online Camp
Auction happening NOW at http://merriam.
maestroweb.com!

We're happy to report that the camp fair
fundraiser achieved record gross revenues this
year! We received $17,960 from participating
summer camps and $1,840 in donations to defray
event costs. After all expenses are submitted, we
expect the 2009 Camp Fair to contribute $17,750
in net revenue to the Merriam School Community
Fund.

There were key volunteers whose contributions
were a major factor in the planning and success of
the event: Thank you Cathy Utt for serving as the
2009 Camp Fair Directory Editor and
consultant at large; Judy Nolan for
Event Planning and Donations;
Vidya Sampathkumar for local
and regional publicity, Elena
Petrov in charge of district publicity,
Katy Frey for updating the Camp Fair Web Page
and the Nestle Waters Donation, Paul Murphy for
Event Signage and the Equipment Donation, Tina
Hamilton and Kathy Simmons from the
Hospitality Committee for gathering and tracking
volunteers to bake; Jayanthi Srinath for heading
up the very successful new child care program and
Karen Brandstein for helping to staff the child
care program, and again for the 5th year Tony Ain
for providing power to 40 tables and implementing
the electrical plan for our camps in the Gym with
our new volunteer Zack Wang helping and
learning the ropes of this important position.

HELLO

There were many moving parts on the day of this
event. We were in need of over 60 volunteers and
the Merriam Community made it happen. Thank
you to all of you that came and worked hard so
that this large event could run smoothly. Thank
you also to those of you who heard our request for
clean-up help on the morning of the event and
showed up at 8 p.m. Your fresh energy helped
many of us who had been there all day to keep
going. And thanks to our terrific Merriam
students who pitched in while their Moms and/or
Dads were working.

Bag Stuffing: Hannah Bloch, Melissa Dempsey,
Jen Brown, Lisa Sajedi, Diane Johnson, Lori
Locascio, Jenny Patterson, Daphne Barbas,
Stephanie Cahoon, and Lynn Armstrong

Gym Set Up & Camp Hospitality: Janice
Fahey, Donna McGavick, Pam Saarinen, Susan
Brager Murphy, Laura Wordsworth, Heidi
Thompson, Sue Metcalf, Bharathi Bharadwaj,
Tony Ain , Zack Wang, Jayanthi Srinath, Faith
Erickson, Susan Avery, Jenny Patterson, Eve
Tandon, Nicole Ross, and Diana McNeish

Camp Check In: Janice Fahey, Neena Arora,
Kim McCormick, Kristina Rychlik, Susan Avery,
Denise Al-Atraqchi, Jayanthi Srinath, Laura
Wordsworth, Jenny Patterson, Rekha Gopalan,
and Lisa Jensen-Fellows

Event Staff: Elena Petrov, Tracy Steege, Lana
Paone, George Chigas, Karla Smith, Lauren
Pollack, Chris Tolley, and Rachel Kelley

Bake Sale and Food Concession Staff: Judy
Nolan, Paul Murphy, Stephanie Parry, Lingya
Zhou, Maya Patel, Chiuling Campo, Deb
Matthews, Sanjay Khosla, Elena Petrov, Caroline
Weaver, Kathy Simmnons, and Tina Humphreys

Clean Up: Brian Finkel, Luke Zhang, Art Boyd,
Don Armstrong, Chris Tolley, Karim Kovacevic,
Sanjay Khosla, Donna German, Judy Nolan,
Caroline Weaver, and Tina Humphreys

Bakers for Bake Sale: The
bake sale was again a huge
crowd pleaser and success.
Thank you to Tina Hamilton
and Kathy Simmons of the
Hospitality Committee.
Response from the Merriam % %/\ CD
Community in providing \ \\ E LE
baked goods W\as incredible!
All of the yummy goodies were selling fast off of o
ur tables. We were able to earn $810 just from the
bake sale! Thank you to everyone who took time to
bake: Holly Neale, Sarah Dawley, Lisa Pratt,
Donna German, Stephanie Parry, Urmi
Purakayastha, Leslie Carroll, Clelia Solis, Nhuy
Hoang, Janet Moore, Lisa Sippy, Karen
Finkelman, Lana Paone, Ann O'Grady, Donna
McGavick, Wendy Wildes, Andrea Gregory, Deb
Matthews, Nicole Ross, Maya Patel, Ali Stanton,
Maura Pavao, Dorene Bowe-Shulman, Katy Frey,
Kristina Rychlick, Susan Brager-Murphy, Kim
Feinstein, Denise Scott, Beth Davis, Richard
Ward, Susan Avery, Heidi Thompson & all the
parents who read our email plea and delivered
your homemade goodies at the last minute.

Merriam Staff: Thanks to Allison Nicolle who
Continued on Page 6
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helped with miscellaneous items, to Karen
Cavanaugh, Karen Sonner and Maryann Ayers for
Technology assistance, to Colm McDermott and
Kristin Indge for loaning us easels, and to our
custodians Nirmin, Mike, Dave and Peter for set-
up and power assistance. We would also like to
extend a big thank you to Ed Kaufman for
orchestrating the timing and availability of the
gym and to all of the teachers for their flexibility
with their gym time and the end of day dismissal
in the cafeteria.

We did our best to list every volunteer. We
apologize in advance if we've missed anyone on
this extensive list. Please let us know.

The Merriam PTO also extends warm thanks to
the businesses sponsoring or donating supplies for
the Camp Fair this year. They include Cambridge
Savings Bank, The Princeton Review, Roche
Brothers, Citibank, Acton Real Estate, Dominos,
Lawrence Academy, Savoury Lane, Nestle
Waters, Donelan’s, Stop & Shop, Shaws, Quill &
Press, Dunkin Donuts, Welch’s and Rugged Bear.

The Merriam PTO is proud to have run this free
public event for so many (16) consecutive years.
Each year it has contributed a larger amount to
the Merriam Community Fund. Our goal is to
continue with this incredibly successful event. It’s
a great accomplishment to pull off an event of this
magnitude AND contribute a significant amount
to our invaluable teaching assistants, all without
requesting funds from our Merriam families.

With our deepest thanks to our wonderful
Merriam community,

Trudy Khosla and Marisa Olson
Co-Chairs, 2009 Camp Fair

p.s. Did You Know: Through the Merriam PTO
website, you can access information on the fair’s
participating camp programs and the camp fair
catalog. Go to www.merriampto.org and click on
Camp Fair, then click on the Participating Camps
button on the left. Have Fun!

The Merriam Community News

Editor: Joe Campo = Production: Sue Follett

The next issue will be published March 27, 2009. Email
articles by March 20 to Joe at jb_campo@yahoo.com.

Message from the
Food Service Department

Did you know you can apply for free or reduced
lunch at any time throughout the school year? If
your financial situation has changed and you
would like to apply for assistance, go to
www.ab.mec.edu/departments/deptspdf/
Application to find the application.

Please fill out the application and return it to your
child’s school. You only need to fill out one
application per family.

If you have any questions regarding the process
please contact me, Kirsten Nelson, Food Service
Director, at 978-264-4700 x3221 or by email at
knelson@mail.ab.mec.edu.

Thinking Ahead To Spring?

Organizing your own yard sale a daunting task?
Hang on to those items, and bring them to the
Annual Merriam Yard and Bake Sale!

You'll be benefiting a great
cause: Yard sale funds
ensure that the sixth

graders are sent on their way
at the end of the school year
with the appropriate fanfare!

Save the date: Saturday, May 16, from 7 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. And save those great items, which we’ll
need you to bring to school on the Friday
afternoon before the sale:

* Furniture and other household items

* Books, movies and music

* Puzzles, games and toys in good shape
* Sports equipment

If you're interested in pitching in beyond
contributing your items, the Yard Sale Committee
could use your help with:

* Publicity

* Baking

* Day-before set-up

* Day-of sales

* Clean-up and dispersal of any unsold items
to local charities

Please contact Margaret Miley at
marg.miley@verizon.net or Sandy Cummings at
sbcummingsl@verizon.net. And thanks!



Important Notice For 6'" Grade
Parents And Guardians

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
has the following requirements for all students
entering Grade 7 in September 2009:

* MMR: 2 doses or 2 doses of measles and one
dose of mumps and rubella.

* Varicella: A physician-certified history of
chicken pox disease or one dose of vaccine for
students under 13 years old or two doses of
vaccine for students over 13 years old.

* Hepatitis B: 3 doses.

* Td/Tdap: One booster dose of Td (tetanus/
diphtheria and acellular pertussis) if it has been
more than five years since the last dose.

A copy of an up-to-date physical exam will also be
required for all students before entering Grade 7.

Many of the above vaccines may have been
administered while your child was in elementary
school. Please check with your Healthcare
Provider to be certain that your child’s
Immunizations are up-to-date and documented in
his/her record. Send a copy of the exam and
updated information record to your elementary
school health office and the information will be
included in your child’s health record when it is
transferred to the Junior High School in June.

If you do not have the necessary paperwork
completed before the end of school, send it to the
school nurse at the Junior High School

by August 28, 2009.

IEP Seminar Slated
For Marxch 3

Did you ever wonder what all the pages of your
child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) actually
mean? Yes, most of us are familiar with the parts
surrounding the objectives and goals for our child,
but what about the rest of the document?

If you have a desire to truly understand all the
information on your child’s Individual Education
Plan so you have the knowledge to give input to
every aspect of the plan, please join us on March 3
at 7:30 p.m. at the R.J Grey Library. This open-
ended seminar will be lead by Mary Emmons who
1s the Acton-Boxborough Special Education
Coordinator for both the Junior High and High
School. She will walk us through all the paper
work and explain what each part is there for, as

well as help answer any questions people might
have regarding this document.

In addition to hosting this meeting, ABPCC —
Acton Boxborough Support Group for Parents of
Children with Challenges - will also have our
monthly morning meeting at 9:30 a.m. on March
20th at ABRHS in room 131 east. We will discuss
this topic in addition to our general open session.
For further information on our group, contact
Francesca Ricciardi at fmrO08@verizon.net or Lynn
Armstrong at lynn.armstrong2@verizon.net.

PIP Activities are Elementary
Fun for Students and Families

If you have a third grader, mark your calendar for
March 31st, AB PIP will hold our 3rd Grade
Market Math open house at 4:30-7:30 p.m. at
Roche Bros.

Market Math allows students the
opportunity to hone their math
skills using “real world”

math in a grocery store

setting by participating in
math activities using

among other things scales,
skittles, thermometers, and scanners. Students
enjoy sampling their way through the store while
learning math concepts at stations run by PIP
parent and community service student volunteers.

In February, for the 8th year in a row, Acton
Boxborough held its 5th Grade Market Math
Mania event at Roche Bros. Acton PIP
“regionalized” with Boxborough this year to make
all our activities AB events. This year’s Market
Math Mania was a success with nearly 200
students, their parents and 50 parent and student
volunteers taking part.

AB PIP is a co-sponsor with the Acton &
Boxborough Public Schools of the fourth grade
Star Party, which will be held March 2 (cloud
dates March 4 and 5). Indoor and outdoor
activities will celebrate the lights that have
always inspired mankind.

Acton Boxborough PIP is a network of parent
volunteers working together with educators and
community business partners to offer family math
and science enrichment activities. For more
information, please visit our website at
ww.actonpip.org or e-mail us at
actonpip@yahoo.com.



Merriam's Cashless Come To Merriam's P] Party

Fundraising Opportunities at Willow Books!
Merriam is participating in the following cashless Come join the fun at a PJ Party for
fundraising programs that raise money and the Merriam School! Willow
equipment for Merriam at no cost to you. Books in Acton will be our
hosts on Wednesday, March
Donelan Receipts - Register Tapes for 11th. The fun starts at 6
Education 2008-2009: We're down to the last p.m. when the first of 13
month to collect Donelan receipts. guest readers kicks-off an
>~ We have until March 31, 2009 to evening of bedtime stories,
. e submit eligible Donelan cash book shopping, hot
K register receipts (receipts dated chocolate, and treats.
9/1/08 to 3/31/09) into valuable
cash value points. In April 2009, Wear your Merriam spirit apparel or Pd's, find a
Merriam will select educational comfortable spot, and listen to stories read by
equipment with our program-to-date cash value Merriam teachers, our school librarian and special
points. Our goal this year is to turn in 100,000 guest authors, Debbie Miller and Mike Knudson!
cash value points. Our deposit total for February
was 19,114 cash value points, for a program total Admission is free, and Willow Books will donate
to date of 63,491. 15% of all book and café sales to Merriam’s

Cultural Enrichment Committee!
Receipts can be sent to school with your child or

dropped off in the office for the collection box. SCHEDULE (subject to change):
6:00: Myrna Gutfreund and Lee Trench,
Target's "Take Charge of Education" Do you (kindergarten)
shop regularly at Target and Target.com? Do you 6:20: Karen Sonner, Linda McMullon (grade 1)
already have a REDcard? You can easily enroll 6:40: Debbie Miller (children’s author)
your REDcard in Target's Take Charge of 7:00: Fran Strohm (grade 2)
Education program and choose Merriam School in 7:20: Annie Doble (grade 3)
Acton from their eligible school list. Once enrolled, 7:35: Mike Knudson (children’s author)
1% of your REDcard purchases at Target and 7:55: Melissa Reinhardt (grade 4); Maryann
Target.com are donated to Merriam. More than Ayers (grade 5)
seven million Target cardholders participate 8:15: Tom Sidley, Alyson Whatcott (grade 6)
nationwide. For some schools, it adds up to as 8:35: Joan Hilton (Librarian)
much as $10,000 a year, distributed twice a year,
in March and September. Volunteers Wanted: One parent from each of the
above classes is needed to assist their teacher for
Box Tops for Education: Spread the word to 20 minutes (corralling children and time-keeping
friends and family and enlist their help clipping are the primary duties). To volunteer, please
and saving Box Top coupons for Merriam School. contact Cath Smith at cath.a.smith66@gmail.com
Last year, the school received more than $900 or 978-263-4377.

from the Box Tops sent in by Merriam families.

Look for Box Tops for Education labels on some of
your favorite products. Send them to school with
your children or drop them off in the office. For
more information, check out www.boxtops4
education.com or contact Tricia Forrester at
pvforrester@gmail.com.



March Calendar

Mon., Mar 2: Fourth Grade Star Party, hosted by AB PIP.

Tues., Mar 10: School Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Wed., Mar 11: Birthday Lunch.

Wed., Mar 11: Willow Book Fundraiser Night/Author Visits 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Mon. Mar 16: PTO Meeting/Community Conversation; child care provided. 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.
Sat., Mar 28: Merriam Auction, 6:00 p.m., Marriott Spring Hills Suites, Devens, Mass.

Tues., Mar 31: Third Grade Market Math Open House, Roche Bros., 4:30-7:30 p.m. Hosted by AB PIP




