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Ed Notes 
 

When I was in first grade our art 

teacher visited our classroom 

once a week for art instruction. 

He was a tall fellow, with a 

somewhat imposing demeanor. One day he asked the 

students in our class to draw a picture of a house; 

there probably were more detailed directions, but 

being that it was such a long time ago, I can’t 

remember any of the details. I began to draw my 

house, starting with a large square for the frame of 

the house and ending with a rectangular chimney. I 

was doing my best work. The art teacher, Mr. 

Anderson, stormed over to my desk and grabbed my 

drawing. He then proceeded to rip it to shreds in 

front of the entire class, while going on and on about 

how this “was not the correct way to draw a house.” 

I was mortified and humiliated. To this day I don’t 

know whether I had missed some important part of 

his directions or whether he just didn’t think I was a 

very good artist, or whether he was just having a bad 

day. And to this day I will rarely draw in front of 

other people (Please don’t ask me to play 

“Pictionary”). 

 

We all make mistakes – sometimes even big ones 

(much bigger than missing the directions for how to 

draw a house). In school children make mistakes all 

the time – we don’t want them to be perfect. When 

children see that the environment in school is one 

where it is acceptable to make mistakes, they are 

more apt to take risks and to stretch themselves in 

their learning. The way that we respond to children’s 

mistakes is critical; it can make the difference 

between a child feeling encouraged and supported, 

or embarrassed and humiliated. 

 

In contexts unrelated to school we often simply fix 

the mistakes that we make. If we leave the sink 

water running for too long we go over and shut it 

off. If we put the wrong car in the garage, we go out 

and switch places. We replace the “decaf.” with the 

“regular” coffee that we were supposed to make. 

These mistakes are easy to fix. 

 

When I was in elementary school we went over our 

homework every day, and we were supposed to fix 

the answers that we got wrong – the mistakes. 

Fixing meant making our paper look right, but it 

didn’t necessarily mean developing a clearer sense 

of understanding. But that used to be the one way to 

deal with your school mistakes – just make them 

right. We realize now that it does not make sense to 

have a “one size fits all” approach to helping 

students when they are having difficulties with 

academics. This is precisely what poses such a huge 

challenge to our teachers; all children are unique in 

what contributes to their learning and to their 

mistakes. Individualizing responses to children, 

when you have a class of twenty-five, is a tall task. 

But it is what we try to do, as much as is possible. 

 

School mistakes aren’t always neat and tidy. They 

come in different varieties. When children make 

errors in their school work, is it because they don’t 

understand the concepts? Or just need more 

practice? Or may be very anxious? Or may have 

very little self-confidence? Or may be distracted by 

something going on in the classroom, or at home, or 

on their minds? Or need to approach the material in 

a different way, one that suits their learning style? 

Teachers don’t always know the answers to all of 

these questions, but if there are ongoing concerns 

about a student, a parent/teacher conversation can be 

of great help. As a team we can help find the 

response that will be most beneficial to the child. 

 

Kids also make mistakes in the social realm, and it’s 

just as important for us to tailor our responses to the  
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Volunteers Needed for  

Auction Night: March 6 

We are in need of volunteers to help at the Merriam 

Auction, March 6. The Auction is a success through 

the team effort of many parents/guardians. There are 

many ways to help. You can help with set-up, sell 

raffle tickets, work the welcome or check-out desks, 

close the silent auction, be a runner, or bid on behalf 

of proxies. It’s fun and a great way to meet other 

parents/guardians in the Merriam community.  

 

If you are interested in volunteering or simply would 

like to find out more, please contact Susan Brager 

Murphy at sjb.murphy@verizon.net. 

 

For more information on the Merriam Auction, 

please visit: http://merriam.maestroweb.com. 

Merriam Book Fair Starts Feb. 5 
The Book Fair takes place 

from Friday, February 5th 

through Friday, February 

12th.  This is a fun event for 

kids and an important 

fundraiser for our fabulous 

classroom assistants.  Please 

take note: 

 

• Classroom visits to the Book Fair. Grades 1 - 6 

will visit the Book Fair with their classes during the 

day and kindergartners are welcome to visit any time 

with their parents.   

 

• Book Fair items and costs.  In addition to all the 

great books, please note there will be some non-

book items at the fair, including pencils, bookmarks, 

etc. We are trying to limit these items, but please 

speak to your child before the Book Fair about what 

they are allowed to purchase. Books range in price 

from $2.00 to $20.00, with the majority around 

$6.99. Taxes apply to all books and non-book items 

except for books purchased for teachers. 

 

• Teacher wish lists. We have asked each teacher to 

fill a bag with books they would like to add to their 

classroom library. These books will be available for 

you to purchase tax-free, along with bookplates for 

you to fill out. 

 

• Book Fair hours. Parents are encouraged to visit 

the Book Fair anytime it is open. The Book Fair will 

be open before and after school so you can visit with 

your child during student-led conferences. In 

addition, it will be open during the February Social 

on Monday night and during Basketball on Saturday. 

Hours are posted below. 

 

• Volunteers are still needed for this fun event! To 

volunteer, please contact Pam Saarinen at 978-266-

2924 or pasaarinen@msn.com. 

 

Thursday, Feb. 4:   Morning set up 

Friday, Feb. 5    Book Fair Begins!   

7:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.  

Saturday, Feb. 6  9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Monday, Feb. 8  7:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.  

Monday, Feb. 8 February Social 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, Feb. 9              7:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.  

Wednesday, Feb. 10 7:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.  

Thursday, Feb. 11 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Friday, Feb. 12  7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 

 

Lost & Found Fair Coming Soon 

The next Parker Damon Building Lost & Found Fair 

will be held the week before February break. All 

Lost & Found items with legible names on them will 

be brought to the school office and a note sent to the 

student. Items without identifying names will be 

displayed in the hallway outside the multi-purpose 

room at the bottom of the main staircase.  

 

Any items not claimed by the end of the fair will be 

laundered and donated to charity. Please remind 

your children to check the Lost & Found Fair for 

items that they may have lost. Families are also 

welcome to check the fair anytime the building is 

open. Reminder - When school is in session, please 

sign in at the school office before going to the fair. 

Thank you! 

Online Camp Auction  

A Resounding Success! 

Thanks to all who bid on camps last week. Our 

auction season is off to a great start with over $9500 

raised through last week's camp auction. 

 

mailto:sjb.murphy@verizon.net
http://merriam.maestroweb.com/
mailto:pasaarinen@msn.com
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Report from Acton Public  

School Committee   
The School Committee members wish to thank the 

many citizens who came to our meeting on January 

21
st
. Our next meeting will be a joint budget hearing 

with the Acton-Boxborough Regional School 

Committee on Saturday, February 6
th
 at the Junior 

High Library (9AM – 3PM). Our regular monthly 

meeting will be held on Thursday, February 25
th
. 

 

The Committee held hearings on three topics at its 

January meeting: COPS in School program, Pupil 

transportation, and classroom assistant funding. 

 

The COPS in Schools grant program was designed 

to help law enforcement agencies hire new, 

additional school resource officers to engage in 

community policing in and around primary and 

secondary schools. The federal grant secured jointly 

by the schools and the town expired a few years ago. 

The school administration provided the School 

Committee with a list of tasks performed by the 

Youth Officer for the five elementary schools 

totaling about 800 hours. The tasks ranged from the 

6
th
 grade D.A.R.E Program (225 hours) to Safe 

Arrival Residence Checks (156 hours) to Emergency 

Response Calls (92 hours) to the Halloween 

Program (20 hours). A survey also revealed that 

Youth Officers were funded exclusively by towns in 

17 communities, jointly between schools and towns 

in 3 communities like Acton, and via a stipend of 

about $3000 in another community. The School 

Committee will make a decision on the funding level 

of the Youth Officer as part of the budget process. 

 

The Director of Facilities for the schools gave a very 

informative presentation on the current state of pupil 

transportation. Twenty-five buses serve APS 

students’ transportation needs and these buses are 

shared with AB Regional Schools. Twenty-one 

buses have peak load percentages (number of 

students riding a bus divided by the total number of 

seats on the bus) greater than 60%. While it is 

desirable to have a higher peak load for all our 

buses, other factors such as duration of the route 

may place additional limits on the bus routes. 

Feasibility of assessing bus fees and the benefits and 

drawbacks of such a fee were examined. It is the 

consensus of the Committee that APS should not 

charge bus fees at this time. The Committee 

acknowledged the efficiency of our bus operations 

and the effort of the transportation team. The 

Committee encouraged the administration to 

continue efforts to optimize bus route planning to 

meet needs in a most cost effective manner. 

 

Currently each school receives $26,000 to $30,000 

from the appropriated budget to fund classroom 

assistants. Furthermore, each school PTO raises 

varying amounts of money to fund additional 

assistant hours. Finally, each school will have access 

to profits of its before and after school programs 

starting next year. Superintendent Mills and the 

School Committee acknowledge the tremendous 

amount of effort by the five PTOs and are grateful 

for their donations of over a quarter million dollars 

in classroom assistant funding each year. Working 

towards equal resource access by all five schools, 

Dr. Mills recommended that the three schools with 

newly created after-school programs keep 75% of 

the net program income. Success of the Douglas and 

Merriam programs enabled them to fund over 150 

hours (per week) of additional assistant time with 

100% of the program profit. The School Committee 

will continue to monitor the assistant funding issues 

and welcomes input from parents and guardians.  

- Xuan Kong, Chair 

 

Ed Notes – Continued from page 1 

individuals in these situations. Two different 

students might be having a difficult time sitting still 

during a class meeting, and the teacher’s response to 

help each of those children might be entirely 

different because of their unique situations and 

challenges. The response to these children will 

hopefully help them become good citizens in their 

classroom, while also maintaining their self-esteem. 

  

Of course we all make mistakes, and that’s a good 

thing. Mistakes present wonderful opportunities for 

us to learn and grow and stretch our capabilities. But 

I think that we sometimes forget the impact that we 

can have on children, if we are not thoughtful and 

sensitive as we are considering how to respond to 

their mistakes. Who knows? If my first grade art 

teacher had responded in a different way to me, 

perhaps I would proudly be displaying my artwork 

in my office! 
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Cultural Enrichment News 

Come and celebrate Chinese New Year with 

Cultural Enrichment! 

February ushers in an exciting show for our K-6 

students at Merriam. On Friday February 12th, at 

our afternoon All School Meeting, we will proudly 

celebrate the Chinese New Year with a showcase of 

dancers, martial arts specialists, and even a Chinese 

Yoyo performance! Please note all morning 

kindergarteners are invited to attend with their 

parents. Show time is from 1:55 to 2:25 p.m. 

 

Our students will enjoy Chinese dress modeling as 

well as a stunning "Peacock Dance" by nine 

Merriam students from the Ke Ke dance group. 

These students include: Jessica Shen, Alicia Dai, 

Grace Gong, Michelle Zhang (3rd grade), Helen Li, 

Elsie Liu, Holly Liang (2nd grade), Emily Ren, and 

Jessica Liang (1st grade). The energetic showcase of 

martial arts and Chinese Yoyo skills will be 

performed by Kevin Lee and Jason Pao (Merriam 

alum) respectively, both from ABRHS.  

 

Cultural Enrichment is immensely grateful to 

Merriam parent, Jianying Shi, for organizing and 

arranging this event for Merriam. Thanks, Jianying! 

 

Willow Books Fundraising Event:  

Volunteers Needed! 

Cultural Enrichment needs your help to fund the rich 

arts and science based programs that enhance and 

enrich the education of our children. Please come to 

our fundraiser on Wednesday March 10th 2010 from 

6-8 p.m. at Willow Books in Acton where you and 

your children can hear their teachers read from their 

favorite books. Willow Books will generously 

donate 15% of all book and cafe sales from this 

evening's fundraiser to Merriam School. 

 

Parent volunteers are needed! Each volunteer will 

be matched with one of the teachers listed below 
during his or her time slot. For 15 minutes (or less) 

the volunteer will help with settling children, 

keeping track of time, etc. This is a huge help to 

our teachers! To volunteer, please contact Cath 
Smith at cath.a.smith66@gmail.com or 978-263-

4377. Please let Cath know if you have a time slot 

preference.  
 

 

6:00 Myrna Gutfreund (grade K) 

Lee Trench (grade K) 

6:15 David Ljungberg (grade 6) 

Tom Sidley (grade 5) 

6:30 Linda McMullon (grade 1) 

Fran Strohm (grade 1) 

6:45 Karen Sonner (grade 2): “Snoring Beauty” by 

Bruce Hale 

Annie Doble (grade 4) 

7:00 Melissa Reinhardt (grade 3): “The Castle in the 

Attic” by Elizabeth Winthrop 
 Michelle Pruett (4th grade) 

7:15 Melany Appelle (reading specialist) 

Alyson Whatcott (grade 5): “Evolution of 

Calpurnia Tate” by Jacqueline Kelly 

7:30 Maryann Ayers (grade 6) 

Mary O'Brien (gym): “The Secret Garden” by 

Frances Hodgson Burnett and/or “Chicken Soup 

with Rice” by Maurice Sendak 

 

Stay tuned for further details of our spring Cultural 
Enrichment 2010 programs at Merriam. If you have 

any questions or suggestions concerning Cultural 

Enrichment at Merriam, or if you wish to join our 

committee or volunteer your services by previewing 
or recommending local arts or science shows for our 

school, please get in contact with one of the current 

co-chairs below:  
Cath Smith at 978-263-4377; 

cath.a.smith66@gmail.com . 

Ronit Ben-Shir at 978-263-9872; 
rbenshir@jccgb.org  

Lisa Jensen-Fellows at 978-274-2504; 

Lisa@myfanwy.com 

 

Online Bidding for Classroom 

Artwork Starts this Friday! 

Students’ Classroom Art Projects are on display 

right now in the school lobby and library for parents 

to admire.  Make sure you check out your child’s 

unique “Piece of the ‘Rainbow” when you’re in 

school for student-led conferences and the book fair. 

Beginning February 5, you can bid online at 

http://merriam.maestroweb.com for these colorful 

and creative pieces of art.  Don’t miss out on owning 

your child’s creation and supporting the Merriam 

Auction. 

THANK YOU to Tracy Reed and her entire team of 

volunteers for the hours of hard work they’ve put in 

to make these spectacular pieces of art. 

 

mailto:cath.a.smith66@gmail.com
mailto:cath.a.smith66@gmail.com
mailto:rbenshir@jccgb.org
mailto:Lisa@myfanwy.com
http://merriam.maestroweb.com/
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AB Girls Lacrosse 

BABYSITTING BLITZ! 
 

The ABRHS Girls Lacrosse teams are 

offering a night of babysitting for the 

Merriam Auction 

 

When:  Saturday March 6, Night of the Auction 

Time: Anytime from 5:00pm – 11:30pm 

Cost: $10.00/hour, minimum of 3 hours (checks 

payable to AB Lacrosse Boosters) 

 

Proceeds benefit ABRHS Girls Lacrosse. 

 

Please email Heather Wilson with your name, 

address, number of children, and time desired.  

hdwilson14@gmail.com 

 

Note: Most girls do not drive – you will need to 

make arrangements to pick up and drop off your 

assigned sitter. 

Diabetes: Understanding  

the Warning Signs 

Diabetes is one of the most common chronic 

diseases in children. In the United States 
1 in every 400-600 children has Type I diabetes. 

(National Diabetes Education Program)  

 
Type 1 (Insulin Dependent) diabetes is most 

common in youth. 

Type 2 (Insulin Resistance) diabetes is most 

common in adults but is on the rise in youth. 
 

“Diabetes is a chronic disease that impairs the 

body’s ability to use food properly. Insulin is a 
hormone produced in the pancreas that is necessary 

for the body to convert food into energy. In people 

with diabetes, either the pancreas doesn’t make 

insulin, the body cannot use the insulin properly, or 
both. Without insulin, glucose (sugar) builds up in 

the blood.” (American Diabetes Association) 

 

Early detection and knowledge of the warning 

signs is your greatest weapon against the disease 

and its complications. Behaviors a child might 
exhibit in school that could indicate undiagnosed 

diabetes are: 

 

• Excessive urination (frequent trips to the bathroom 
especially in close sequence, bedwetting)  

• Excessive thirst (frequent trips to the water fountain) 

• Irritability  
• Lack of energy, fatigue, drowsiness 

• Rubs eyes, complains of difficulty seeing the board 

• Difficulty paying attention  

  
Other symptoms may include:  

• Sudden vision changes 

• Fruity/sweet odor to breath or urine 
• Increased appetite 

• Rapid or unexplained weight loss  

• Nausea, vomiting or abdominal pain 
• Tingling or numbness in the legs, feet or fingers 

• Frequent infections of the skin, cuts that are slow to heal 

• Darker patches of skin usually in neck folds 

• Itching of skin and/or genitals 
 

Note - Many of these symptoms can be related to 

illnesses that are not associated with diabetes. Only a 
healthcare professional can provide appropriate 

diagnostic tests and treatments. 

 

Fifth Grade Market Math Mania 

When: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010, 

OPEN HOUSE 4:30 to 7:30 pm  

Where: Roche Bros. of Acton (387 
Mass. Ave.)  

 

Fifth Grade Market Math Mania is 
a fun-filled, hands-on, math focused 

evening featuring activity stations for 

you and your child to explore together. Come try 

your hand at "M&M Math" or "Grocery Scanning!”  
 

This event features an extravaganza of hands-on 

"super" market activities, complimented by samples, 
give-a-ways, and tons of fun. During the event, 

children and accompanying adults visit activity 

stations set up throughout Roche Bros. Market Math 
Mania helps children better understand how 

classroom math concepts apply to the "real world." 

All activities are based on the Acton Public Schools' 

mathematics curriculum.  
 

Fifth Grade Market Math Mania is an annual event 

sponsored by Roche Bros. and Acton-Boxborough 
PIP, a volunteer group of parents, educators, and 

community partners enriching Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math education for grades K-12. 

For Acton-Boxborough PIP info and meeting dates 
(new volunteers are always welcome!) or to preview 

some market math activities, visit www.actonpip.org 

or contact John Petersen at 263-6144. 

mailto:hdwilson14@gmail.com
www.actonpip.org%20
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Merriam Auction FAQs 

What is the Merriam School Auction? 

The annual Merriam School Auction is a fun-filled 

evening for the Merriam 

community. Moreover, it is t he 

key source of funding for one of 

the highest priorities at Merriam 

– classroom teaching assistants. 

All of the event’s monies go 

directly toward providing our children with greater 

individualized attention in the classroom than would 

otherwise be possible. Over the past few years, the 

auction has raised as much as $54,000 in one night. 

 

Wow. That’s a lot of money. Will I have to spend 

a lot of money if I attend? All the night will cost 

you is the price of your ticket, which includes a full 

dinner and a new Merriam Movie. Anything more is 

entirely up to you. You can choose to enjoy the 

evening and spend nothing more. Perhaps you will 

just buy a raffle ticket for a chance to win an item 

decorated by your child’s class. Or, you might team 

up with friends and splurge on a catered brunch for 

8, a vacation week away or a hot Patriots or Red Sox 

game. Any bidding you do at the event will help 

Merriam reach its goal.  

 

I have never been to an auction. How does the 

Merriam School Auction work? At the Welcome 

Table you will receive a packet of goodies, including 

your paddle/bid number which is unique to you. You 

use your paddle number to bid on any item, 

regardless of the bidding format. There are several 

formats to choose from listed below. If you choose 

to pre-register your credit card either by purchasing 

tickets online or at the beginning of the auction, you 

don’t even need to show up to check out. Your 

prizes and winning bids from the various formats 

will be added up automatically. You can receive a 

receipt for your purchases at the check out desk. You 

can also pay for items by cash or check. 

 

Bidding Formats  

Silent Auction (before dinner) – Items on display 

tables can be won by simply recording your paddle 

number and bid amount on the log in front of the 

item. Others may record higher bids. Whoever has 

recorded the highest bid at the end of the Silent 

Auction is the winner. 

 

Live Auction (during/after dinner) – The big 

excitement of the evening. A professional auctioneer 

introduces each item at the podium, and audience 

members raise their paddle to display their unique 

number and register a bid. Last one bidding (and 

hence the highest bidder) wins the item. 

 

How does the raffle work? Once the auction starts, 

raffle tickets will be available to purchase. These can 

be purchased in groups or “buy your height” which 

allows you more options. You then decide which 

items you'd like a chance to win. Each raffle item 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

 

Join Us at the February Social 

 Come Celebrate Valentine's Day and the Chinese 

New Year at Merriam's February Social. 

 

 ▪ Mon Feb. 8th 6-7:30pm 
▪ Parker Damon 

Cafetorium 

 
▪ Crafts, Origami, Chinese 

Dancing 

▪ Spring rolls, Pizza, Water $1 each 
▪ Hot chocolate, cookies, fruit free! 

 
▪ $2 admission/ $10 family max 

 

Come and have fun volunteering, too. The list below 

outlines the help we need. Please email Dorene 
Bowe-Shulman at boweshulman@verizon.net to let 

her know if you can help. Thanks! 

 
Cookies - 40 dozen needed 

Fruit - clementines, strawberries, etc. 

5:15 - Spring Roll pick up (Oriental Delight, 
Maynard) 

5:30 - Hot Chocolate pick up (Dunkin Donuts Main 

St, near Not Your Average Joe’s) 

5:00-5:45 - Set-up (4-8 more people)  
5:50-6:30 - Check-in table (2 people)  

5:50-6:30 - Sell food and water (pizza, egg rolls, 

water) (3 people)  
6:30-7:15 - Sell food and water (pizza, egg rolls, 

water) (2 people)  

7:30-8:15 - Clean up (6 people, kids can help) 

  

mailto:boweshulman@verizon.net
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Auction FAQs – from page 6 

has a collection box where you will deposit your 

tickets if you’re interested in that item. In addition, 

special items might also be raffled, and tickets for 

those will be sold by volunteers walking the floor. 

 

What’s a cracker and how do I purchase one? 

Crackers are some of the best bargains of the night! 

They are in essence a “grab bag”. For a set amount 

($25) you will be guaranteed a prize worth at least 

$30. Some are worth much more than that. Most are 

items that have broad appeal such as restaurant 

certificates. Many are a composite of two or more 

items. Volunteers will be wandering around during 

the silent auctions to sell the crackers so if you’re 

interested catch them early and enjoy the surprise! 

 

What’s all this talk about the kids’ projects? 

There are two types of projects this year: 

Every class at Merriam has created its own 

 

masterpiece to be displayed in the school lobby and 

library during the February student/parent 

conferences. You'll be astounded when you see these 

pieces! They are truly beautiful and are 

representative of each child in some form as every 

class member creates his or her own piece to add to 

the whole. This year’s projects incorporate the 

auction’s theme of “Making a Difference.” New this 

year, this art will be bid on during an online auction 

from February 5-13. Go to the Merriam Auction 

website at http://merriam.maestroweb.com and read 

the "Guide to Bidding Online." 

 

Every class at Merriam is creating a centerpiece for 

the auction. Each class has designed a fun and 

whimsical utensil holder that will do double-duty as 

centerpieces and raffle prizes. Each class is creating 

its own design based on its curriculum or field of 

interest, and the children’s thumbprints will form the 

base for those designs.  

 

This sounds like fun, can I volunteer to help? 

The auction has lots of volunteer openings available. 

You can help by selling raffle tickets, working the 

check-out desk, helping with set up, working the 

welcome desk, closing the silent auction, being a 

runner (taking bids to the check out desk), or 

bidding on behalf of proxies (where you get to spend 

other people’s money!) To volunteer, contact Susan 

Brager Murphy (SJB.Murphy@verizon.net).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Merriam Community News 

Editor: Joe Campo ▪ Production: Sue Follett 

 

The next Community News will be published on Friday, March 5. 

 
Email articles by February 26 to Joe at jb_campo@yahoo.com. 

Merriam Yard Sale  

Coming In May 

Remember to set aside your yard sale items 

for the Merriam Yard Sale on May 22! Details 

will follow later. Thank you! 

 

http://merriam.maestroweb.com/
mailto:SJB.Murphy@verizon.net?subject=Volunteering%20to%20help%20at%20the%20Merriam%20School%20auction

